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PUBLIC ACTIVITIES 

BIOBANKING & PATHOLOGY

UNIVERSITY HANDS-ON WORKSHOPS

FOR CHILDREN (AND ADULTS) 
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PUBLIC AWARENESS OF BIOBANKS
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Icon: Thenounproject

82%

18%

„yes – heard of biobanks“

Source: Europeans and Biotechnology in 2010, 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/23393

Austria #30 / 32 EU countries (2010)

80% - Iceland (#1)

<20% - Portugal > Austria > Turkey
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How it started 2015/2016

BBMRI.AT – PUBLIC ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS & ADULTS 

Med Uni Graz 
Kindergarten

Lota B.   Raphael S.
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Concept – modular, flexible hands-on courses

 Learning objectives

 Description of stations

 Procedures

 Material needed

 Setup details

BIOBANKING UNIVERSITY COURSES FOR CHILDREN

Aim:

Let children
„experience“ 
biobanking, 
pathology and 
research work



Concept – modular, flexible hands-on courses

 Learning objectives

 Description of stations

 Procedures

 Material needed

 Setup details

BIOBANKING UNIVERSITY COURSES FOR CHILDREN

 Educational material

 PowerPoint 

 Quizzes

 Teachers/parents information

 Consent form

 Feedback forms



Hands-on stations - to “become” biobanker & pathologist
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Hands-on stations - to “become” biobanker & pathologist



Knowledge checks (print, digital)

BIOBANKING UNIVERSITY COURSES FOR CHILDREN



Different public events & target groups
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Kindergarten

(age: 4-6.5)

Primary school

(age: 7-10)  

Secondary school

(age: 11-14) 

Public

(age: 4-99) 

Same concept for events of different lengths & age groups

• Setup in 

stations gives 

flexibility in 

length

• Slightly 

adapted 

content for  

different ages

…………………1.5h to 3h courses ……………………..……. continuous loop  

………………..typically 20 – 30 kids……………………...……... several 100



Different public events & target groups

Children

‚Junior‘ courses (4-14)

‚Kids University Workshops‘ (9-14) 

Summer school courses (7-14) 
Nursery schools 
Elementary schools

Organization & Partners 

http://www.kinderunigraz.at/


Different public events & target groups

Children

‚Junior‘ courses (4-14)

‚Kids University Workshops‘ (9-14) 

Summer school courses (7-14) 

Public (4-99)

Long Night of Research 

Open house / opening events

Guided biobank tours

24 May 2024 (17:00 – 23:00)Organization & Partners 

http://www.kinderunigraz.at/


BIOBANKING UNIVERSITY COURES FOR CHILDREN

Communication – publication, media articles, award



PUBLIC OUTREACH

- Videos from/about events

- Podcasts for children

- TV/radio reports

- Newpaper & magazine articles

- Animated videos for patients

(adults, minors) … presented at EBW 

by Monika VALJAN 

- Citizen-Expert-Discussions

- EU Project „SCIBIOEU“                         
… presented at EBW + poster P4 

by Vasileios ZOGOPOULOS

Biobanking at the Long Night of Research> Biobanking podcast>

Animated video (adults)>
Biobank Graz

Animated video (kids)>

Biobank Graz

Erasmus project>

Examples

EuroNews TV> ORF (about Biobank Graz)> Cinema documentary movie>

https://bbmri.at/

Citizen discussions>

https://bbmri.at/news/-/asset_publisher/ysKZ2OQaNszb/content/watch-now-short-film-about-long-night-of-research-
https://bbmri.at/news/-/asset_publisher/ysKZ2OQaNszb/content/watch-now-short-film-about-long-night-of-research-
https://bbmri.at/de/news-articles/kindern-erklaert-was-ist-eine-biobank/
https://bbmri.at/news/-/asset_publisher/ysKZ2OQaNszb/content/biobank-graz-video-for-patients
https://bbmri.at/news-articles/bbmri-at-partner-biobank-graz-puts-new-focus-on-pediatric-patients/
https://bbmri.at/de/news-articles/kick-off-meeting-des-erasmuska-projekts-scibioeu-am-bbmri-at-hauptquartier-in-graz/
http://www.euronews.com/next/2019/01/14/european-researchers-tackle-cancer-with-biobanks
https://www.medunigraz.at/videos/steirischer-hochschulraum-orf-steiermark/biobank-med-uni-graz
https://bbmri.at/news-articles/movie-golden-genes/
https://bbmri.at/
https://bbmri.at/
https://bbmri.at/de/news-articles/kick-off-meeting-des-erasmuska-projekts-scibioeu-am-bbmri-at-hauptquartier-in-graz/


CONCLUSION - PUBLIC EVENTS FOR KIDS & ADULTS 

Courses: 

 Excellent for introducing biobanking, pathology & research to 

children and adults

 Suitable for different age groups 

 Suitable for different event settings and durations

 Nicely combinable with PR

 Possible: awards & publications

 A pleasure for kids, adults & involved staff



CONTACT DETAILS

Cornelia Stumptner

Medical University of Graz

Neue Stiftingtalstrasse 2/B/6

8010 Graz, AUSTRIA

cornelia.stumptner@medunigraz.at

www.bbmri.at
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