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HEALTH AT THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY?

EXAMPLES

 Human beings as an object of protection (e.g. air pollution control, Water Framework Directive,...)

 Chemicals/Biocide assessment: risk to the environment and risk to human health 

 Environment and health: EU Strategy for Environment and Health since 2003 (SCALE)

 WHO process: CEHAPE: Children Health Environment Action Plan for Europe

 Health in all policies: Austrian Health Goals: Health Goal 4: "Secure air, water, soil and all habitats 

for future generations".

 State of the Environment Assessment/Report: Health-related environmental monitoring

 Human Biomonitoring



HUMAN-BIOMONITORING
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HUMAN-BIOMONITORING

 Detection of chemicals and their degradation products in blood, 

urine, breast milk or other human material (hair, saliva, fingernails, 

tissues)

 Establishment of reference values (statistically derived) // Comparison

 Comparison with Human-Biomonitoring values (e.g. HBM values of the 

German Human Biomonitoring Commission, serum concentrations 

corresponding to TDI or TWI values, HBM Guidance values, BE: 

Biomonitoring equivalents, DNEL (Derived No Effect Levelinternal)

 Identification of exposure pathways/factors and their significance

 Combination with effect biomarkers: evidence of adversity

 Identify effects and impact on health

 Embedding in epidemiological studies/cohorts!
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HUMAN-BIOMONITORING-PLATFORM

 Founded in 2007

 Since 2016, advisory body to the Ministry (BMK*)

 Reports to the National Council** - every 2 years

 Experts from science and administration 

 Knowledge exchange and network 

 Protection of the environment and healths

 National Hub of PARC (Partnership for *Risk Assessment of Chemicals)
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** Human Biomonitoring in Österreich (parlament.gv.at): 

https://www.parlament.gv.at/dokument/XXVII/III/817/imfname_1486618.pdf

*Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology.



PARC

Partnership for the Assessment of 

the Risks from Chemicals

PARC Website: www.eu-parc.eu
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1438463923000597?via%3Dihub
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